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JARBIDGE RIVER POPULATION STUDY

Introduction
The West Fork of the Jarbidge River iz one of the larger stresms in

northeastern Nevada, The steep gradient snd relative infertility are not

~ conducive to producing large fish, but conditions are adequate to mainteim &

good population of small wild rainbow trout. Catchable trout are stocked
each year, FReleasos have varied from 2553 pounds in 1956 to 1000 pounds
in 1958 and 1951, mnlmofthismmtmtieaiaqmnﬁmabh,
a5 1t 18 evident from past oreel checks that a large percentage of the
catoh is composed of wild rainbows, 7
A road parallels the stream from the Idaho line to the .hgg@gtérd,
and peveral permanent Forest Service campgrounds ars present. ;E'-f:g,re"e.mlt, a

~moderats smount of angler usage occurs during the summer mths; It was
‘estimated that this streem supported 2100 angler daye in 1957.

A Timited population study was initieted in 1961. A1l t.‘-.sh‘ 'hnted

: Ierenrkedbymwﬂoftheadlpoaeﬂn. Thirty-ﬁ.vahmdredumm
_mramﬁtimhesmntochdvithhdfotthhanﬂhmtreumﬁia
late ammmmmsmmmm-auy. Pertodic ereel checks were
“made during July and Angust to obtatn angler encoses and catch dete, The N

stream was saxpled with elsctro«fishing gear in October.

Twenty-two spot checks were complsted during the psst year. The
average success of 75 anglers was 3.9 fish per hour, Angler success data
obtained during the past six years coupared to the anmal releases of catehe
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able trout are listed in the following table.

Total No. Ave,Success Pounds Wt - '
Tear  Anglars (fish per hour) Catohabile Tpout
' 1955 : : 1:6 ' l;m
‘ 3.8 1,328
1961 75 39 1‘@

' Varistions in sngler mccess oould not be correlated with yearly plantings.
This 1s probably due to the limited mmount of creel census data during most
years, |

It is evident that total usage during 1961 was considerably less than
the estimete 1957 estimate of 2100 mgler days, Pressure during the past
year was probebly between 500 and 1000 angler days.

Only twenty per cent of the 298 angler-caught trout uani.riad were
" fyom the 1961 plentings. Average size was 6.8 inches, Wild trout averaged
6.1 inches, whereas hatohery rainbows sveraged 9.5 inches, The leugth
froquency distribation was s follows:

lin, Sin, 6in, Jin, 8in, 2in, 1O0in, 1Mn, 12in,

Ratchery Rainbows = 7 zh,zz 6 2
W14 Trout 8521006015-11--

Beven strean sootions totaling 1065 feet in length were sepled in
Dotober, One hundred and six trout were captured with 35 being 6 inches or
aver. Only wine of the cstchable trout had been stocked in 196l Kleven
hatchery fish were taken compared to 95 wild trout. The population estimate
was 525 trout per mile insluding 173 catchables per wmile, Six hundred feet
of stresm was sampled in Angust 195L., The trout population, at that
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@, averaged 307 fish per mile and 141 catchables per mile,

The game fish populstion in 195L was composed of whitefish and brook,
reinbow, and cutthroat trout. No brook or cutthroat trout were cbserved in 1961.
The absence of btrock trout is of particuler significance, umrSOOOpm
of brodk trout have been wtooked in the Jarbidgs River sinos 195h. The

. failure of this species to establdsh itself is difficult to understsnd,

o ‘CGonolusions
m

mauobmmdmmwtminmue thsthatchmmhms

pould/be -mhatmtiauy reduced without adversely sffecting fishing euovess,

IthauggbthhntthelﬁMtbermedtOTEOW This

o ':"m should be evaluated through creel checks and a fall populatios

DY

ﬂlnpljng '
ﬂom'ooktmtshmldbastookedinthemtum Dnatoﬂnfaﬂm

of thess fish to establish themselves tolJ.ouing fiwa years of i-ehml.

B Vés.z wppeire that this specles is not well muited to this enviromeent,

Donald J. King
" Distrist }‘ishe:jal Kansger
Ouyhoe. Pistrict
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G. FOODS: (Plankton, Ingects, Crayfish, etc,) H, VEGETATION (Aquatic & Terrestria.l)
__TYPES _ ABUNDANCE — COMMENTS TYPES — ABUNDANCE __ COMMENTS |
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" DISTRICT
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West Fork, Jerbidge River A o Oote 'k, 1961

Stream, Iake, or Reservoir : ~Month & Year

Job 3. General Research & Fish PopulJtion Inventory

A, Atbﬁdpmmmhﬂkd (EY

Sampling Station (I.oca'tion andﬁ)r Number)

B. TEMPERATURT . C. WATER ANALYSIS .- © D, FLOW (Stréem)
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!
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[BOTTOM - .0, F/S
. - [COa_ _ CFS .
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%
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